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Overview:

• Background
• Governance
• Purpose
• Approach
• Desired Outcomes



Background:

Ministerial Condition for Woodside PLUTO LNG

“Improve capacity for Government and Industry 
to predict and manage impacts of dredging”

DEC/OEPA Woodside and WAMSI agreement:DEC/OEPA Woodside and WAMSI agreement:

• Dredging Science Node within Western 
Australian Marine Science Institution

• Facilitate Co-investment
• Public Good research – in public domain
• Focus on knowledge transfer



Governance:

Current WAMSI Administrative Structures
Key Differences:
Node Structure
• Two Node Leaders: Science and Policy
• Science Coordinator
Facilitate knowledge transfer & integration

Dredging Science Advisory Committee
• Chair GM OEPA
• Node Leaders
• Key funding contributors
• WAMSI Chairman
Provide end-user Guidance/Oversight & advise WAMSI Board



Purpose:

• Improve predictions
• Improve efficacy of monitoring
• More effective management

• Reduce uncertainty = reduce risk• Reduce uncertainty = reduce risk

• Better outcomes for proponents and 
environment



Approach:

Address key areas of uncertainty
• physical pressure prediction
• biological response prediction

Develop protocolsDevelop protocols
• better predictions
• more efficient monitoring



Desired Outcomes:

More certainty in Approvals
• improve confidence in prediction and 

assessment of dredging-related impacts
• reduced regulatory burden

More certainty in Implementation
• more cost-effective monitoring
• more benefit from monitoring
• feedback loop 

Better Environmental Outcomes 



Keys to Success:

• Good science
• Fit-for-purpose outputs
• Integration of predictions and monitoring
• Sharing knowledge

• Allows continual improvement


