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Southwest Western Australia is
one the world’s 34 biodiversity hotspots (IUCN 

World Scale Threatened)
Source: http://www.biodiversityhotspots.org



Federal TECs

• Must have 
“significant” impact 
to be referred

• Emphasis on offsets

• No staff in WA, 
onus on local 
agencies and 
community with no 
resources provided

• Only listed as TECs 
under EPBC Act

• FPAL list-Current 
Tuart Woodlands

• Anyone can nominate

• Scale, usually large



Bioregions
26 regions 

54 subregions
(2009) 





Lake Richmond: 
location of two Threatened 
Ecological Communities

Sedgelands in Holocene Dune swales

Thrombolites

Both listed as Critically 
Endangered



Muchea Limestones: 
Both State and Federal listed as Critically Endangered



WA

• Microbes to mammals

• Mappable

• 2019 all via Threatened Ecological 
Communities Advisory Committee (TECSAC)

• 2019 all will be listed via IUCN criteria

• WA has Priority Communities as well as TEC

• 2019 Legal listing TECs

• 2019 Community will be able to nominate



WA Ecological Community Categories

Threatened

• Presumed Totally 
Destroyed

• Critically Endangered

• Endangered

• Vunlerable

Priority

• PEC 1

• 2

• 3

• 4

• 5



WA Categories

• TECs: 69 endorsed by Minister/31 
listed under EPBC

• 21 Critically endangered

• 17 endangered

• 28 Vunerable

• 3 Presumed Extinct

• 391 PECs



Two Presumed 
Destroyed 
Ecological 
Communities

Greenough Flats Vegetation 
System

Irwin Vegetation System





Wheatbelt Woodlands

EPBC Critically Endangered
versus

WA : P3 (iii)



Lowland Gimlet TEC at Cherry Tree Pool, 
(mapped as Salmon Gum)

WA : over 55 types of Wheatbelt 
Woodlands, some are very reduced  



Banksia dominated kwongan

Banksia Woodlands of Swan 
Coastal Plain

EPBC: Endangered
versus

WA: P3 (iii)



Features of WA Banksia Woodlands

• Low tree diversity (15 
common species)

• Large Number 
understory species 
(616 species in 233 
sites-20/22 FCT)

• High species 
diversity/site (30-90 
species per 100m2)

• High beta diversity 
(Edaphic and 
Geographic)

• Few taxa in more than 
75% of sites (37% @ 
10 or more)

• Rarely recorded taxa 
common (45% @ 3 or 
less)

• 30% taxa have 
ecotypic variants

• Flora of WA Banksia 
woodlands highly 
endemic (86%) WA



Central Banksia attenuata - Eucalyptus marginata 
woodlands (FCT 28 )

EPBC Endangered
versus

WA P3 (i)



Banksia attenuata woodlands over species 
rich dense shrublands (FCT 20a)

EPBC Endangered
WA Critically Endangered 



Further Information

• www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/threatened species 
and communities/threatened ecological 
communities

• www.environment.gov.au

http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/threatened


MORE COMMITTEES

• Federal TSSC costs $7500/day in 
sitting fees for each meeting (also 
$7500/day for other time undertaken). 
Plus associated travel and 
accommodation costs.

• State TECSAC pays no fees costs 10 
cut lunches and 20 cups coffee per 
meeting.



Thank You


