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Why this topic?

“What information do we need to support EIA?”

* Pressure on approvals timeframes
e Discussion often centred on the assessment process

 However, an assessment is only as good as the information
it is based on and that starts long before referral

* This symposium topic focuses on the studies and
information that underpin an EIA (rather than process)

* Purpose: aforum for all involved in EIA to discuss some of
the complexities of scoping and consider the purpose of
the information they are collecting, presenting or
requesting
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EIA is getting harder

Impacts are more significant

— Avoidance is key but the idea that the future, particularly a
carbon neutral future, can be without impact is not
realistic

The ‘easy projects’ have been done
New factors and new industries to assess

Using proposal-based EIA to address broader
knowledge gaps is challenging

So, we need good information to support good
decision-making
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Considerations

* Addresses guidance — but not as a tick box exercise
* Proportionate to significance and risk

* Address uncertainty

* Other projects and threatening processes

* Be concise

* Lines of evidence may be needed for:
— Receiving environment
— Regional context
— Impact prediction and environmental outcomes
— Effectiveness of mitigation
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Summary of EIA arguments

1. The environmental value(s) are not of elevated
significance (widespread, common and not under threat)

2. The impact itself is small and will not have a significant
effect on the environment

3. Mitigation has minimised impact so not significant

4. Impact is significant even after mitigation hierarchy
applied and offsets are required

5. Thereis no, or negligible, impact

Our role as EIA practitioners is to present these conclusions
clearly with a supporting rationale and evidence
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