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ongoing connection to culture and country. We acknowledge Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Peoples as the Traditional Owners, Custodians and Lore
Keepers of the world's oldest living culture and pay respects to their

Our department recognises the First Peoples of this nation and their
Elders past, present and emerging.
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% Australian Government

%o

“ted X Department of Climate Change, Energy,
the Environment and Water

The information provided here is for participant use only and is not to be
shared or distributed externally.

The information is to be used as a guide only and should be used in

conjunction with the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 1999.

This presentation is the property of the Department of Climate Change,
Environment, Energy and Water (DCCEEW).




Overview

Environment Assessments West Branch overview
Common information gaps
Challenges and information requirements around renewables projects
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Questions
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Environment Assessments West Branch

/1




Meet the team

Bruce Edwards — Division head

* National regulator

e Large division - ~¥350 people

* Five branches — QLD, NSW & ACT, West (SA, NT &
WA), VIC/TAS & Post approvals, Regulatory Support

ARAFURA SEA

Branch Head, Environment Assessments West (six
sections)

Kylie Calhoun(NSW) Kylie.Calhoun@dcceew.gov.au
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North WA Assessments Section, Director
Candace Cooke (NSW) Candace.Cooke@dcceew.gov.au

South WA Assessments Section, Director
Kate Hamer (SA) Kate.Hamer@dcceew.gov.au

i%= Locations of North WA team members
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Environment Assessments West
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Priorities/complexities for WA

* Projects that impact MNES including mining,
infrastructure, residential & commercial
developments, gas, salt & potash and renewables.

* Renewable energy production and transmission,
including onshore and offshore windfarms and
solar farms are emerging priorities.

* In South WA, the majority of projects trigger
section 18 & 18A of the EPBC Act with the three
species of black cockatoo being most common.

* Projects in the north include small and large
projects, with multiple species and controlling
provisions

* Offsets continue to present challenges as the
availability of suitable land and land tenure issues
remain.




Supporting faster EPBC timeframes

Faster assessments can be enabled by:

 carefully considering site-selection to avoid
impacts to protected matters

* engaging with us early in the project planning
stage (well before sites are chosen)

* using the guidance material

* submitting a referral application as early as
possible

* providing high quality and timely ecological data

* outlining measures taken to avoid, using offsets as
a last resort




Gaps in information - referral and
assessments phases




Key requirements for documentation

| / Clarity & commitment w Stakeholder Engagement

Offsets & Impact Management

Evidence-Based Approach

Ground/Surface water impacts to MNES

eI \e Targeted Responses
Management Plans

Regulatory Compliance

Timely Communication
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MNES Impact Clarity & Survey Standards

? Define Impact & Impact Areas iy e
Clearly: Specify impact area for each e
MNES, in accordance with EPBC e
Significant Impact Guidelines. . —

A review of ghost bat
ecology, threats and survey
requirements

£ Use Recommended Survey
Methods: Conduct targeted surveys
where suitable habitat is identified.
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nsure surveys are current. e -
EPBC Act Policy Statement 3.21 R e SP—
-

Industry guidelines for avoiding,
assessing and mitigating

vvvvvvvvv

[y Apply Relevant Guidelines i sl _— -

= Justify Survey Approach: If
guidelines aren’t followed, explain
why the survey is still sufficient.

Survey guidelines for Australia’s

threatened r
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MNES Impact Clarity & Survey Standards cont.

Figure 2: Survey decision making

Will your action involve impacts within the
modelled distribution of the northern quoll (see — NO —— No surveys required.
maps 2-5)7

YES

I
Undertake a reconnaissance survey of potential
habitat using remote cameras and latrine searches.
This can be done at anytime of the year but is — NO —
recommended to be undertaken in accordance
with the guidance in Table 1.

Ik Apply Relevant Guidelines E

Is there evidence of northern quolls or habitat No further surveys likely to
critical to the survival of the northern quollin the —— NO ~ berequired

example: Northern quoll — e
includes decision tree to support et s

retaining habitat and implementing btiffers and VED population important for

. . . mitigation safeguards (sections 6 and 7)? the long term survival of
the northern quoll
surve eCIsion makin |
° NO
TARGETED SURVEYS RECOMMENDED UNCERTAIN YES

Your action is likely to impact habitat critical to the
survival of the northern quoll or result in direct
mortality to the species therefore the Department
requires information to inform whether the

population is important for the long term survival
of the northern quoll.

OPTION 1 OPTION 2

Undertake targeted
surveys applying a
refined and more
targeted use of

remote cameras and
other supplementary
techniques in
accordance with Table 1.

Undertake targeted
surveys using Elliot

or cage trapping in
accordance with Table 1.

Targeted surveys will inform significant impact
decision making and any potential
offset calculations.

18 / EPBC Actreferral guideline for the endangered northern quoll’
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EPBC Act and the mitigation hierarchy

e Critical to have a clear understanding of
the action and the associated impact which
includes:

* Development footprint

Maximum size of impact (or impact area)
— can be bigger or smaller than
development footprint because it should
include direct, indirect and facilitated
impacts

Mitigation hierarchy

1.

Avoid - developing areas where
there are protected matters (e.g.
use land that is already cleared or
construct your new infrastructure
closer together to reduce clearing)

Mitigate — once you have avoided
as far as possible, consider what
else can be done to reduce impacts
that cannot be avoided

Offset — final step. Should only be
applied once impacts have been
avoided and mitigated. Offsets
cannot make an unacceptable
impact acceptable.
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Avoidance expectations

Offsets will not be considered unless all reasonable options for avoiding and mitigating have been
considered and/or evidence is provided to demonstrate why avoiding and mitigating is not reasonably

achievable.

Early avoidance

o Use Protected Matters Search Tools and surveys to select less complex sites and document
avoided impacts.

o We can’t consider information that is not included in the referral (e.g. district structure plans)
Site infrastructure

o Design to avoid/mitigate environmental impacts and prevent delays.
Prioritise data collection

o Preliminary site characterisation and site utilisation surveys are an important planning tool to
assist with choosing the right location.

o Missing data is a common source of delays.

15



Request for further information

e Providing further information may take some time.

* Types of information that may be requested include:
* species and ecological community surveys, which may be seasonal
* baseline data
 documentation and detailed information that demonstrate the commitments of avoidance
and mitigation strategies
 documented evidence and justification of the information provided.

e Although assessment approaches may vary, all assessments will require public consultation.

16



Final Decision

Conditions - the department aims for no surprises — direction of proposed
conditions will be discussed throughout their development

Review consistency of action against Recovery Plans
Ensure offsets are applied correctly to the proposed action

Decision making:

Are the principles of ecologically sustainable development, as defined in section 3A
of the EPBC Act, applied?

Is there an analysis of the economic and social impacts of the action, both positive
and negative?

B 7 D= =}

Have all international obligations been considered?
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Information challenges — renewables
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Renewables

* Key information challenges — impacts on bats and birds including collision, noise and light
* Guidance documents to support EPBC assessments for renewable projects are currently being developed

* Consultation was undertaken in 2024 on the draft Onshore Wind Farm Guidance under Australia's National Environmental Law,
This document is currently being finalised and looking to be published soon.

* Onshore Wind Farm Guidance - best practice approaches when seeking approval under Australia’'s national environment law

* Includes the development of Bird and Bat Management plan

Other Resources
e EPBC Act Policy Statement 2.3 - Wind Farm Industry 2009
« National Wind Farm Development Guidelines DRAFT - July 2010

e Wind farm collision risk for birds - Cumulative risks for threatened and migratory species - 2006



https://storage.googleapis.com/files-au-climate/climate-au/p/prj2dc7ee9d19196e83e0742/page/Onshore_Wind_Farm_Guidance_May_2024.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiK6aaf94WOAxVJs1YBHUtoB-4QFnoECBcQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcceew.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fwind-farm-industry.pdf&usg=AOvVaw2Z2oEYM-sayfjOqmEr104E&opi=89978449
https://www.nepc.gov.au/sites/default/files/2022-09/draft-national-wind-farm-development-guidelines-july-2010.pdf
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/biodiversity/threatened/publications/wind-farm-collision-risk-birds-cumulative-risks-threatened-and-migratory-species

Renewables Environmental Research Initiative (RERI)

The RERI is delivering a suite of projects to support proponents and
environmental decision makers. This includes:

e targeted research on threatened species
* new and updated regulatory guidance

e useful tools and data.

These projects will improve our understanding of the species most
vulnerable to the impacts of renewable energy developments. Projects

will inform guidance about how to best avoid, mitigate and offset these
impacts.

More information can be found on the DCCEEW website.




Final messages

* Encourage your clients to engage early and before they refer

e Ensure surveys are current and follow the relevant guidance

e Support the mitigation hierarchy

* Ensure statements are supported by evidence and/or independent expert advice
* Avoid editorial mistakes

e Respond to requests for information in a timely manner

* Consider offsets early

* Contextis important
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Thank you.

For further information or questions:
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mailto:NorthWA.Section@dcceew.gov.au

North WA Section — project load

* 46 projects at various stages of assessment

Since 1 January 2025
e 12 referrals
* 10 under assessment
e 2 controlled action decisions
* 3 projects approved with conditions

* Project assessment method
e 16 - Accredited Assessment (set at state assessment method)
* 11 - Preliminary Documentation — with request for further information
* 6 - Public Environment report
e 1-EIS
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Referrals and Assessments




What is the EPBC Act referral and assessment process?

—————————————————————

Pre—
| Referral Assessment Approval

Referral i
i i : You submit furth Y ly with
1o S your O?n?‘grr:\nz;tiounr ifer Oaup;cr)cr)r\]/glya\;lvclj
proposed project required conditions
N Clarify EPBC |
Act
Relevance Minister decides Minister decides

We monitor your

I Refine under the EPBC Act project is approved Con:gl'grt‘fﬁ and
l  Referral § is required or refused porting
il Strategy §

_____________________

whether approval whether the
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What will the EPBC Act assessment process consider?

If proposed avoidance If offsets are required What information has
and mitigation measures (if there are residual been provided by the
will result in acceptable significant impacts public (all assessments

impacts on nationally after avoidance & have public comment

protected matters mitigation) periods)

Social and economic If conditions should be
impacts of the action attached to the approval

26



Tools and resources

Finding out more about our nationally protected matters:

Protected Matters Search Tool (PMST) - a free, interactive online website application that can help you
identify potential protected matters on or near your project’s site and aid research and decision making.

Significant Impact Guidelines (SIGs) — a guide to help determine if an action could have a significant impact
on a nationally protected matter.

Species Profile and Threats Database - information on species and ecological communities listed under the
EPBC Act, including statutory documents such as:

o Conservation Advices

o Recovery Plans

o Threat Abatement Plans

o Heritage Management Plans and

o Wetland Management Plans

Make a submission:
EPBC Act Business Portal — submit a referral, access guidance and track your project’s progress.
EPBC Act Public Portal — a public view of all projects referred to us and open for comments.

27


http://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/epbc/protected-matters-search-tool
http://www.dcceew.gov.au/environment/epbc/publications/significant-impact-guidelines-11-matters-national-environmental-significance
species%20listed%20under%20the%20EPBC%20Act
https://epbcbusinessportal.awe.gov.au/
https://epbcpublicportal.awe.gov.au/all-referrals/

Offset Principles

e (Offsets must:

e deliver an overall conservation outcome that improves or maintains the
viability of the protected matter

* be built around direct offsets but may include other compensatory measures
* Be proportionate to the statutory protection that applies to the MINES

* Be of a size and scale proportionate to the residual impacts to MNES

* Account for and manage risks of offset not succeeding

* Be additional to what is already required

* Be efficient, effective, timely, transparent, scientifically robust and
reasonable

e Have transparent governance arrangements (incl. readily measured,
monitored, audited and enforced)
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