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Acknowledgement of Country

In the rainy season of Makuru, | would like to acknowledge the Whadjuk Noongar people who
are the Traditional custodians of the land we are meeting on today and pay our respects to
Elders past and present.
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Significance

* Environmental Protection Act 1986 requires the referral

of a significant proposal to the Environmental Protection
Authority

« Significance not specifically defined

« Statement of Principles, Factors, Objectives and Aims of
EIA
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« 12 matters the EPA has regard to

— .. values, sensitivity and quality of the
environment

— ... extent (intensity, duration,
magnitude, and geographic footprint) of
the likely impacts

— cumulative effects . . .
— ... mitigation hierarchy

« The application of the significance
test is on a case-by-case basis.

3

Statement of environmental principles,
factors, objectives and aims of EIA

Environmental Protection Authority
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Why is significance so hard to define?

An overly simplified example:
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Statement of Principles, Factors, Objectives

« Two of the significance considerations that receive less
focus:
— ... consequence of the likely impacts (to the environment)
— ... likely environmental outcomes (to the environment)

« Environmental impact vs environmental effect

— Impact is 100 ha of clearing (proposal centric)

— Effect is what consequence would clearing that 700 ha have on
that value and the values its supports e.g. fauna (environment

centric) ‘
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EPA requirements for assessment

* From the symposium’s topic —what is ‘robust EIA’

— baseline information
* The EPA can not assess what it doesn’t know exists
— regional context
* Cumulative effects (and the overly simplified example)
— predict impacts
* Acknowledge the impact and remove the pro forma
— effectiveness of potential mitigations

* Will the mitigation be effective — please tell us why it will be effective
and how it will ensure an environmental outcome can be achieved

 ‘Willdo’ not ‘may do’ :
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What therefore is “fit for purpose’ information

* The answer is always proposal/environment specific . . .
However:

* Focused on significance

« Clear, justified and supported by evidence
— Why is the information you submitted sufficient and appropriate

— What is the environmental effect of the impact and why is it not significant
or unlikely to occur

— How will the mitigation measure reduce the significance, what is the likely

consequence and how will it ensure that the environmental outcome can
be achieved

— How can another DMA mitigate potentially significant impacts
« Enables the EPA to make a reasonable and informed
decision
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 Considering environmental effects leads to
proposing environment outcomes

— “what is the end state of the environment you will
achieve with mitigations”

E@;

Environmental outcomes and
outcomes-based conditions

Interim Guidance

 Considering what outcomes can be achieved
early in the process can play an important
role in designing and planning proposals

Environmental Protection Authority

e Environmental olutcomes must be achievable
and able to monitored
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Today's take away

 The EPA needs to understand and assess the
environmental effects of a proposal

« Conclusions should be explained (with evidence) to
support reasonable decision making

* Environmental outcomes are critical and the thinking

required to develop these results in both better EIA and
no-surprises conditions
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